
June 3rd, 2026

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Minutes of the Vermilion Township Board of Trustees’ Regular Meeting

Held Wednesday, June 3rd, 2026

The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman Don Rowe at 6:30pm.

The roll call resulted as follows: Mr. Kenn Baughman, Mr. Don Rowe & Mr. Keith Sexton were present.

A tribute was read to former longtime Trustee Janet Knittle who passed away on May 23 rd, 2026 at the 
age of 87. 

Rowe made motion to amend the agenda to add the 2026 Erie County Road Program and Railroad 
safety. Sexton seconded the motion. Baughman, Rowe & Sexton voted to approve the motion. 
20260603-01

Rowe made a motion to approve the April 1st, April 15th, May 6th 2026 Trustees’ Regular Meeting 
Minutes and the April 17th plus April 22nd 2026 Trustees’ Special Meeting Minutes. Sexton seconded the 
motion. Baughman corrected a name in the 5/6/26 minutes. Baughman, Rowe & Sexton voted to 
approve the motion with corrections. 20260603-02        

One hundred-two bills/warrants totaling $330,415.60 were submitted for payment. Rowe made a 
motion to approve the warrants and receive the treasury reports. Sexton seconded the motion. 
Baughman, Rowe & Sexton voted to approve the motion. 20260603-03

Vermilion Township Fire Chief Frank Triana reported 59 runs for November & reports have been 
submitted to the state. Runs include: EMS-47, Motor-vehicle crash-5, Open burn-1, Residential fire 
alarm-4, Mutual-aid to the City of Vermilion for fire, Stove fire-1. Waterway completed hose testing and 
squad have been repaired. Triana asked the status of a new fire levy. Rowe said they were waiting on 
the feasibility study from Erie County. Baughman read a letter from Erie County Assistant Prosecutor 
Charles Bennett regarding how Fisher Titus Medical Center, Erie County, many other Townships are 
struggling to provide EMS service (see attached). Baughman goes on to say putting a 2-mils levy on the 
ballot would keep Vermilion Township EMS afloat and that a Levy of Necessity is just asking the auditor 
how many dollars it would generate.

The Township had another successful clean-up day on Saturday, May 16th, 2026. Rowe thanked Road 
foreman Steve Young, Road Assistant Ryan Kohl, Administrator Kurt Johnson, Sexton and himself for all 
their hard work that day. Rowe also thank the Erie County Engineer’s Office for the use of a loader to 
compact the dumpsters.

Gerken Paving, Inc. has been resurfacing State Route 2. Rowe and Johnson negotiated with Gerken for 
grindings. Twenty-five truckloads or 500 tons of grindings were delivered to the Barnes Road property to
cover part of the dirt and gravel drives. Young and Kohl used a bulldozer to spread the grindings out.
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Rowe received a phone call from the Erie County Sheriff’s Office. A deputy was almost in an accident at 
the intersection Darrow and Barnes Roads due to overgrown vegetation. The Erie County Engineer’s 
Office was contacted and a crew took care of it.  

Rowe opened the floor to the audience.

Guest Speaker Karen Viterna from Night Lights Vermilion spoke about light pollution and a possibility of 
having Sherod Park designated as dark-sky-compliant for better viewing of stars and auroras.

Dan Ladrach of State Road spoke on various topics and expressed his personal opinions.

Joe Baxter of Coen Road spoke on various topics and expressed his personal opinions.

Bill Via of West Lake Road talked about Building Department issues and expressed his personal opinions.

Rowe announced Starting June 8th, 2026, Stanley Road East between Barnes Road and Den Road will be 
closed through traffic to facilitate the draining improvement project during the hours of 7:00 AM until 
3:30 PM Monday through Friday for approximately eight weeks.

In regards to renting out the Township meeting room, the Township’s property and liability insurance 
company Ohio Township Association Risk Management Authority (OTARMA) state the renters would 
need to carry their own liability insurance.  

Sexton stated the Erie County Commissioners and Erie County Engineers Office have provided funding to
Vermilion Township for 2026 Township Road Resurfacing Projects in the amount of $112,317 and a 
contract will follow. Rowe thanked Sexton for submitting the necessary paperwork. 

The trailer for the recently purchased excavator will not be available for some time. A different trailer 
will be available for delivery at the same time as the excavator. Rowe made a motion to amend 
Resolution 2026-12 dated May 6th, 2026 as follows: the Felling FT-16 DDI 18-foot trailer at a cost of 
$14,462.88 will be amended to purchase a Felling FT-16 DDI 20-foot trailer at a cost of $15,108.66 for a 
total increased cost of $645.78. This will increase the total amount of Resolution 2026-12 not to exceed 
$124,058.66. Sexton seconded the motion. Sexton seconded the motion. Baughman, Rowe & Sexton 
voted to approve the motion. 20260603-04

Rowe made a motion to approve Electrical Inspector Paul Sopko for the Township Building Department 
at a fee of $50.00 per electrical inspection. Sopko is licensed and registered with the Ohio Board of 
Building Standards. To be effective June 4th, 2026. Sexton seconded the motion. Rowe & Sexton voted to
approve the motion. Baughman abstained. 20260603-05

Rowe made a motion to approve Commercial and Residential Building Plans Reader and Examiner Jerry 
Flanik of F&B Engineering at a fee of $100.00 to $135.00 per hour. Flanik is licensed and register with 
the Ohio Board of Building Standards. To be effective June 4th, 2026. Sexton seconded the motion. 
Baughman noted the contract states an additional $200.00 per month. The motion was tabled for 
further review. 

Rowe made a motion to hire Jack Wells as a part-time road crew helper and establish a wage at a rate of
$25.00 per hour; up to 1500 hours annually with no benefits. To be effective June 4 th, 2026. Sexton 
seconded the motion. Rowe & Sexton voted to approve the motion. Baughman abstained. 20260603-06
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Sexton made a motion to adjust the Vermilion Township Zoning Fees, effective immediately. Baughman 
seconded the motion. Johnson commented that by raising the fees, the person needing the permit or 
variance is covering the costs, rather than deferring it to all the tax paying residents. Sexton noted the 
surrounding townships have higher fees. This fee schedule is similar to Milan Township, which has a 
much smaller population. Rowe & Sexton voted to approve the motion. Baughman voted against. 
20260603-07

Rowe made a motion to enter into an agreement with the Erie County Engineer’s Office for the 2026 
Road Program for paving various roads within the Township and the authorize Vermilion Township Fiscal
Officer Stephanie Johnson to issue a check payable to the Erie County Engineer in the amount of 
$226,200.00 lump sum deposit. Sexton seconded the motion. Baughman said this should be done by 
resolution, not a motion. Rowe & Sexton voted to approve the motion. Baughman vote against. 
20260603-08

For railroad safety, Baughman announced the Union Pacific 2040 “Big Boy” steam locomotive will be 
making an historic run through Vermilion on Monday morning, June 8th 2026. The largest locomotive 
ever built; this Big Boy is only one that remains from the original 25-locomotive production run. 

Rowe announced the next meeting will be Wednesday July 1st, 2026 at 6:30pm

Rowe adjourned the meeting at 8:06pm.

 

_____________________________________ __________________________________

Trustee Kenneth M. Baughman – Chairman Trustee Don R. Rowe

_____________________________________ __________________________________

Trustee Keith M. Sexton Fiscal Officer Stephanie M. Johnson

Smj 6/5/2026
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